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thought, this later branch of the great
religious stem could not clo other than

o

again re-affirm the ancient traditions, and
place in the grasp of western races the full
treasure of the ancient teaching. " The
faith once delivered to the saints" would
indeed have been shorn of its chief value
if, when delivered to the West, the pearl
of esoteric teaching had been withheld.

The first evidence to be examined is
that of the " New Testament" For our
purpose we may put aside all the vexed
questions of different readings and different
authors, that can only be decided by
scholars, Critical scholarship has much
to say on the age of MSS., on the authen-
city of documents, and so on. But we
need not concern ourselves with these.
We may accept the canonical Scriptures,
as showing what was believed in the early
Church as .to the teaching of the Christ
and of His immediate followers, and see
what they say as to the existence of a
secret teaching given only to the few.
Having seen the words put into the mouth
of Jesus Himself, and regarded by the
Church as of supreme authority, we will